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South Whidbey Parks & Recreation District 

February 17, 2016 – Regular Meeting Minutes 

 

Regular Meeting Minutes 

 

I.        Call to Order 

Commissioners Present:  Mark Helpenstell, Dennis Hunter and Don Wood 

Staff Present:  Doug Coutts, Tom Fallon, Carrie Monforte and Peggy Nelson 

 

Mark called the meeting to order at 6:02 p.m.  The attendance sheet is attached for permanent 

records only. 

 

II. Public Comment 

No public comment. 

 

III. Approval of Minutes  

The minutes of the Regular Meeting on January 20, 2016, were unanimously approved in a 

motion made by Don and seconded by Dennis.  

  

IV.      Treasurer’s Report/Voucher List Approval 

Doug reviewed the Treasurer’s Report. 
 

The ending fund balances, per Island County, were as follows: 

 The Maintenance and Operations Fund was $250,335.04. 

 The Capital Fund was $500.61. 

 The Reserve Fund was $199,989.85. 

 The Bond Fund was $51,238.18. 

 The Property Fund was $96,665.83. 

 

Voucher Approval 

In a motion made by Don and seconded by Dennis, the Board unanimously approved the 

Maintenance and Operations Fund Vouchers #7338 through #7394 in the amount of $52,597.55, 

Property Fund Voucher #4 in the amount of $310.00, and electronic tax payments in the amount 

of $2,881.76. 

    

V.   Staff Report (to be included in permanent records) 

Doug discussed the Staff Report with the commissioners.   

 

VI.   Unfinished Business 

A. Comprehensive Plan Programs 
Doug said he had reached out to the stakeholders to arrange a meeting to discuss the plans 

for the new property. 

 

Doug said he had provided the CFO at WhidbeyHealth with a copy of the budget for the 

proposed aquatic facility. 
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B.  Campground Survey 

 i.  Results Update 

Doug discussed the campground survey results with the commissioners.  Doug said he 

shared the link to the survey results with Jim Brennan.  Doug said that most of the survey 

respondents wanted a campground on the site and the second choice would be a pool.    

Doug said that survey respondents are also supportive of trails, picnic shelters, tented 

campsites, showers, group campsites and RV campsites.  Doug said the respondents were 

not supportive of meeting rooms, RV sites and yurts, gray water dumping and playgrounds.  

Doug said that 60% of the respondents would support a bond for the campground and 40% 

wouldn’t.  Don said the public needs to be educated about the District and that we are not 

part of another government entity. Dennis said the campground is located close to the high 

school so security needs to be considered along with possibly building an office on the site.     

 

 ii.  User Group Survey 

Doug said he distributed the user group survey (which was similar to the public survey) to 

the commissioners for review.  Doug said he will be sending out via email the survey to the 

user groups in the next few days.   

 

Doug said he has spoken with Randy Klein from Washington State Parks and he is working 

on a joint survey with the State to obtain the opinion of the campers that use Washington 

State parks.  

 

C.  Campground Design Process – Update 

Doug said he, along with Don, had a meeting with Brennan and Associates about the 

property.  Don said they walked the site and designated potential roads/trail routes on site 

maps of the property.  Don said Brennan will develop a plan on placing campsites within the 

property.  Don said Brennan was briefed on a scope of work for the property and they 

discussed a strategy for the public meeting on March 10th.  Doug said there was a wetland 

area at the corner of the property that Brennan will take into consideration and they also 

discussed a potential site for an amphitheater.  Don said the plan that is designed by 

Brennan can be used as a Master Plan and not everything in the plan needs to be completed 

at the beginning.   

                

VII. New Business 

       A.  Resolution 2016-01 – Revision of Bylaws (Article V – Order of Business) 

Doug said a revision to the bylaws specifying an order of business was discussed at the 

Board meeting last month. Doug said this bylaw does not have to be included in the bylaws 

but if it is included, the District has to follow it.  Don made a motion to approve Resolution 

2016-01 – Revision of Bylaws and Dennis seconded the motion.  The motion was 

unanimously approved.   

 

Doug said they had a meeting with South Whidbey Rotary members to look at the two areas 

suggested for the amphitheater in Community Park. Doug said they need to now decide the 

size of the amphitheater and where and how much electricity is needed for the site.   

 

VIII.  Adjournment 

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 7:06 p.m.   


